


A Prescription For Making The Difference You Were Born To Make 

INTRODUCTION 
 
     Promise is defined as 1) an agreement to do or 
not to do something; 2) an indication, as of a 
successful future; and 3) a basis of expectation.  
Essentially, the word promise speaks to two related 
concepts:  a) a pledge, covenant, commitment, 
security, agreement; and b) potential, possibility, 
that can be, that can happen, that can be known, that 
can be achieved, capability, ability.  These two 
concepts are recognized and harmonized in 
scripture where God – the  overarching, creative 
intelligence and power of the universe – speaks to 
and through humankind.  In other words, the 
promise (pledge, covenant, commitment, security, 
agreement) of God is/represents the promise 
(potential, possibility, capability, ability, what can 
be) of man.  The mechanism by means of 
which this is manifested is the movement 
of the spirit of God in man.   
     Since God is completely integrous and whole, 
the Spirit of God is the Word of God.  The Word of 
God is the Spirit of God.  In John 6:63 Jesus says, 
“…the words I speak to you are spirit and life.”  
Genesis 1:1-3 says, “In the beginning God – the 
overarching, creative intelligence and power of the 
universe – created the heaven and the earth.  The 
earth was without form, empty and filled with 
darkness.  And the spirit of God moved … and God 
said, let there be…”  These verses of scripture speak 
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to the integrity between the spirit of God and the 
Word of God.  When the spirit of God moves, God 
speaks.  God speaks what is in His spirit.  Since 
God’s wholeness and integrity must include His 
actions as well, what God speaks, God does. 
     In scripture then, a promise of God comes from 
the spirit of God, which is the Word of God, which 
is the power of God, which gets the results of God.  
In short, the promises of God are the results of God 
for those who live promise driven lives. 
     Promise is an agreement to do something. 
     Promise is an assurance that something will be 
done. 
     Promise is the expression of certainty regarding 
a future possibility. 
     Promise is a present guarantee of something not 
yet done. 
     Promise is only as good as the promiser. 
     Promise is only as guaranteed as the guarantor. 
     Promise is only as sound as the promiser. 
     Promise is only as certain as the promiser.  
     Nothing is more good, guaranteed, sound or 
certain than God.  In fact, God is so good, so sound, 
so certain, that His promises are already done, 
guaranteed and available to those who decide and 
determine to live a promise driven life. 
     While the love of God is available and accessible 
to anybody and everybody, the promises of God are 
available and accessible only to those who 
obediently practice the principles attached. 

 7 



From Purpose To Promise Driven Life 
 

to the integrity between the spirit of God and the 
Word of God.  When the spirit of God moves, God 
speaks.  God speaks what is in His spirit.  Since 
God’s wholeness and integrity must include His 
actions as well, what God speaks, God does. 
     In scripture then, a promise of God comes from 
the spirit of God, which is the Word of God, which 
is the power of God, which gets the results of God.  
In short, the promises of God are the results of God 
for those who live promise driven lives. 
     Promise is an agreement to do something. 
     Promise is an assurance that something will be 
done. 
     Promise is the expression of certainty regarding 
a future possibility. 
     Promise is a present guarantee of something not 
yet done. 
     Promise is only as good as the promiser. 
     Promise is only as guaranteed as the guarantor. 
     Promise is only as sound as the promiser. 
     Promise is only as certain as the promiser.  
     Nothing is more good, guaranteed, sound or 
certain than God.  In fact, God is so good, so sound, 
so certain, that His promises are already done, 
guaranteed and available to those who decide and 
determine to live a promise driven life. 
     While the love of God is available and accessible 
to anybody and everybody, the promises of God are 
available and accessible only to those who 
obediently practice the principles attached. 

 7 



A Prescription For Making The Difference You Were Born To Make 

     God gives nothing on a silver platter, but 
everything He promises, He guarantees, provided it 
is pursued in the appropriate way. 
     God is a promise driven God;  God is driven by 
His promise;  and God’s promise is God’s Word.  
God is driven to achieve His promise – His Word – 
for His people.  The promise of God includes the 
purpose of God.  The purpose of God is in the 
promise of God.  Outside of His promise it is 
impossible to ponder the purpose of God.   
     Isaiah 55:8-11 explains that God operates at a 
much higher level than we do.  The highest level 
from which you can work is the level of 
promise.  This is the level of great or highest 
results, fruit, success, positive outcome, effects and 
impact.  For God, the level of promise is prosperity, 
abundance, overflow, treasure and wealth.  God’s 
Word is God’s full potential.  What God 
says, God does to its fullest, at its highest and best.  
When God speaks, all of God is speaking.  When 
God speaks, there is no equivocation, no back and 
forth, no hot and cold, no wishy-washyness, no 
maybeness, and no perhaps.  When God speaks 
there is only promise.  And because God’s 
thoughts and ways are much higher than ours, His 
promise comes forth to us as  magnificent mani-
festation, plenteous prosperity and, abundance and 
overflow.  God is good.  Life is good.  God is life 
in abundance.  All of God’s promises 
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speak to great and highest fruit, increase, 
sufficiency, productivity, abundance, 
prosperity, and overflow.  All of God’s 
promises are manifested in the life of 
Jesus the Christ.  2 Corinthians 1:20 says, “For 
no matter how many promises God has made, they 
are ‘Yes’ in Christ…” (New International Version, 
NIV) 
     God is a promise driven God.  All of 
God’s promises have principles attached.  
When you practice the principle, you 
achieve the promise.  Jesus, the Christ is the 
principle to all of God’s promises.  The challenge is 
to model Jesus, to practice the principles of Jesus. 
     The pattern, practice and productivity of a 
promise driven life is initially outlined in Genesis 
but is repeated on a number of occasions throughout 
the Bible.  It is a seven-step process that takes us 
from a problem driven, unproductive, dysfunctional, 
existence of shapelessness, emptiness and darkness, 
to a magnificent life-supporting and life-promoting 
structure of order and organization called the 
universe.  Briefly stated, the seven steps are:   
 
     1) “The Spirit of God Moved …”          

Commitment   
     Your promise (full potential), dreams/visions 
reside in and come from the realm of the spirit.  The 
spirit is the strongest most powerful part of the 
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human being.  And so, it stands to reason that’s 
where the picture of “all you can be” (your promise) 
would come from.  When your spirit is moved, the 
strongest, most powerful part of you is moved.    
Since your promise, dream/vision represents your 
highest and best, the movement of your strongest 
and most powerful self is necessary.           
     Achievement of promise (highest 
potential, ‘all you can be’) requires 
commitment;  it requires total dedication.  
This is why Jesus was clear that to live His promise 
of being God on earth He had to “love God with all 
His heart, all His mind, all His soul and all His 
strength,” Mark 12:30(NIV).   In other words, He 
had to be committed to the promise/dream/vision at 
the deepest, and most powerful level, the spirit.     
     Real commitment is spiritual.  Unless 
commitment takes place in your spirit, you’re not 
really committed.  And so, the first step in living a 
promise driven life is commitment.  
Commitment means your desire to 
accomplish what you are committed to 
must be greater than the desire to avoid 
what you will have to go through. 
   
     2)  “God Said.”      Accountability  
     Your promise/dream/vision should be clear, 
declared and expressed in writing even if to no one 
but yourself.  Habakkuk 2:2-3 says, “Write down 
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the revelation (vision) and make it plain on tablets 
so that a herald may run with it.  For the revelation 
(vision) awaits an appointed time; it speaks to the 
end and will not prove false.  Though it lingers, wait 
for it.  It will certainly come and will not delay.”  
An old proverb says, “If you don’t know where you 
are going, any road you take will get you there.”  
Writing down and speaking your promise/dream/ 
vision is important for the following reasons: 

a. Repetition – affirmation – is the 
essence of learning.  The more you 
recite, repeat and affirm it, the more 
clear and real it becomes to you. 

b. It establishes jurisdiction and authori-
ty.  It says, you have decided and 
determined to take charge of your life 
and move it in the direction of its full 
potential. 

c. It outlines the necessary action and 
activity pathways that must be traveled 
to accomplish the promise/dream/vision. 

d. It creates private and public account-
ability. 

When you speak your promise/dream/vision from 
God, you are saying to yourself and others, this is 
what I want to be held accountable for.  This is what 
I am working on and towards. This is what I want to 
be judged against.  This is what I want to be known 
as.  God is the ultimate when it comes to 
accountability.  What God says is what He 
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does.  What God does is who He is.  Since 
God is driven by His Word/promise, He is totally 
accountable. 
   
      3)  “Let There Be…..”      Preparation  
     Achieving promise requires preparation and 
development.  Genesis 1:1 says, “In the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth.”  Then, the 
rest of Chapter One of Genesis goes on to describe 
all of the preparations and developments that were 
necessary to the successful creation of the heaven 
and the earth.  An additional thirty verses are added 
to verse one to flesh out the preparation for and 
development of the heaven and the earth.  
Preparation (training, learning, disciplining, 
focusing, experimenting) and development are 
essential to achieving promise.   
     You cannot just walk into your promise nor will 
you have your promise/dream/ vision handed to you 
on a silver platter.  Though promised, it will require 
your most major work effort.  And much of that 
work effort will be in the area of preparation and 
development.  You are limited in what you can 
cause ‘to be’ by your preparation and development.      
     In the parable of the ‘Talents’ in Matthew 25, 
Jesus makes clear that we are all gifted in different 
ways at different levels.  And the impact we can 
have is a function of how prepared and 
developed we are.  There were three servants 
who were given talents based on their ability.  

 12



From Purpose To Promise Driven Life 
 

Matthew 25:15 says, “…to one he gave five talents, 
to another two, and to another one; to every man 
according to his several ability.”  Your ability, 
power, might or strength can be grown through 
preparation and development.  The more prepared 
you are and the more developed you are, the more 
you will be able to cause ‘to be’.  Promise 
driven people prepare and develop.  
Promise driven people go back to school, pursue 
degrees, take courses, seek mentors, submit to 
mentoring, constantly read, and are always doing 
something in a continuous effort to develop 
themselves and be prepared to bring into existence 
their highest and best. 
     Paul was not one of the twelve originally 
selected disciples.  However, he wrote close to one-
half of the New Testament.  Why?  Preparation and 
development.  Paul was more highly prepared, 
trained, learned, skilled, disciplined and developed 
than the original twelve disciples.  Acts 22:1-3 says 
it this way, “Brothers and fathers, listen now to my 
defense.”  When they heard him speak to them in 
Aramaic, they became very quiet.  Then Paul said, 
“I am a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia but brought 
up in this city.  Under Gamaliel I was thoroughly 
trained in the law of our fathers and was just as 
zealous for God as any of you are today.” 
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Prologue 
 
     Writing this book has had a transformational 
impact on me.  My perspective on life is different.  
My decisions are different.  The challenges I seek 
and take on are different.  Conversations with 
myself and others have a different focus.  Desired 
goals, objectives and impacts are much better, 
bigger and broader than they used to be.  Now, in 
all I attempt to do I want to be and make the 
difference I was born to make.   
      My thoughts, feelings and behaviors now 
revolve around not just making an impact or leaving 
a footprint, but making the difference that leads to 
the liberation and maximization of the lives of my 
family, friends and others. 
     I am now committed to more than just God’s 
purpose for my life.  I am driven by God’s promise 
for my life.  My prayer and hope is that it will do 
the same for you.  Though I did not start out with 
any preconceived number, plan or formula in mind, 
as it turns out, a suggestion of one emerged.  What 
emerged is a forty-nine day transformational 
journey to promise driven life. (Chapter Six)  If you 
follow and adhere to the principles and steps 
outlined in this book, your life will be transformed.   
Several points are important to this journey. 

1. From day one to day forty-nine the 
suggestions are additive.  That is, it is very 
important to master the step/principle of 
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each week, and then, add to it the 
step/principle of the next week.  For 
example, achieving and practicing the 
step/principle of maturity does not replace 
practicing the steps/principles of commit-
ment, accountability and preparation, but is 
added to them.  The process is progressive 
and additive. 

2. Each step/principle stands alone and can be 
used to strengthen or enhance your life in 
that particular area.  My belief is that you 
will best benefit from this book by starting 
from the beginning.  If you are already clear 
about what God’s promise is for your life 
you may start where you feel you need the 
most help. 

3. It is important to master each step/principle 
and not just select the ones you are 
comfortable with.  Implement the plan for 
each day of each step/principle.  Be mindful 
that it may take you much longer than a day 
to successfully accomplish what is suggest-
ed for any particular day.  In fact it may take 
many days.  This is just fine.  Don’t stress 
out about it, keep pushing, it’s a journey. 

4. Don’t be in a hurry.  Enjoy the journey.  
Savor each step.  Experience the excitement.  
Track and treasure the transformation. 

5. The number seven and multiples of the 
number seven occur quite frequently in 
scripture.  The Hebrew word for seven is 
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sheba or shibah, which comes from the word 
shaba, which means to be complete, to feed 
until full, to swear or take an oath.  The 
significance of the number seven includes 
the following: 

a) Genesis 2:1-3, “By the seventh day 
God had finished the work He had 
been doing; so on the seventh day 
He rested from all His work.  And 
God blessed the seventh day and 
made it holy, because on it He rested 
from all the work of creating that He 
had done.” 

b) Jubilee is a word in Hebrew that 
means to flow, to bring forth, to 
carry, to lead forth.  It also means 
the continuous blast of a horn, the 
signal of the silver trumpets, a 
trumpet, or a festival. 

c) After every 49 years, (seven times 
seven years) the 50th year was 
declared a year of Jubilee or 
liberation. Leviticus 25:8-13 

d) Pentecost, the festival which takes 
place seven weeks on the fiftieth day 
after the Passover, was the occasion 
when the promised gift of God’s 
Holy Spirit descended upon the 
gathered disciples who were then 
and thereby empowered and enabled 
to achieve their promise of reaching 
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everybody everywhere with the 
message of Jesus the Christ. 

e) The walls of Jerusalem were rebuilt 
by Nehemiah and the people in just 
over seven (52 days) weeks. 

f) Seventy (10 times 7 years) years 
was the time of exile prescribed by 
God.  After seventy years, the 
people would be given access back 
into their promised land. 

g) Each year of 365 days has in it 
approximately seven seven-week 
(actually 52 days) periods.  

h) The festival of unleavened bread, 
celebrating the exodus from Egypt 
(slavery and limitation) to a new 
way of living in the land of promise, 
was seven days long. 

i) The festival of shelters/tabernacles, 
celebrating God’s protection and 
guidance through the wilderness, 
lasted for seven days and took place 
in the seventh month of the year. 

j) Jesus uses the number seven to 
indicate the importance of harboring 
no malice or grudges and being 
completely forgiving all the time, 
when He says people should be 
forgiven “seventy times seven” 
times. Matthew 18:22 (King James 
Version, KJV) 
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k) The Sabbath Day or Seventh Day is 
the promised blessed day of rest, 
repose, and celebration in God, and 
what He has done for us, in us and 
through us. 

6. There is always benefit to a group 
experience.  You may want to read this book 
along with your family, ministry, church, 
business, organization or friends.  The group 
can help encourage, inspire, support and/or 
make suggestions for specific activities. 

7. Please provide me with testimonial feedback 
as you travel this transformational journey 
and do encourage others to take the trip as 
well.  God bless you.  I look forward to 
hearing from you and may your experience 
be magnificent. 
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